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Robert Gardner Ranftel 

Robert Gardner Ranftel, an ex- 
pert on the assassination of John F. 
Kennedy who pressured Congress 
in the 1970s to reopen its inquiry 
into the president’s death, collaps- 
ed and died January 29 near his 
home in Berkeley. He was 39. 

In 1984, Mr. Ranftel worked for 
the Assassination Information Bu- 
reau in Washington, D.C., and later 
as executive director of the Wash- 
ington-based Assassination Archiv- 
es and Research Center, the larg- 
est private collection of material 
on political assassinations. 

At the time of his death, Mr. 
Ranftel was receiving 'medical 
treatment for depression. Autopsy 
results are awaiting the comple- 
tion of a toxicology report. 

Mr. Ranftel was one of several 
researchers who in 1974 pushed 
the ISEftater Select Committee on 
Assassination to reopen an investi- 
gation of Kennedy’s shooting. He 
also contributed to several books 
on the Kennedy assassination. 

In 1987, Mr. Ranftel obtained 
and released to the media a Nixon 
administration memorandum that 
contained evidence that Nixon 
had sought FBI information on 
known and suspected homosexu- 
als in the Washington press corps. 

Friends described Mr. Ranftel 
as a highly respected free-lance re- 
searcher who had recently redi- 
rected his efforts to the plight of 
the homeless and mental health 
advocacy. 

“He felt he wanted to begin 
working on something that had 
more to do with life than death,” 
said Julia Gilden, a friend from 
San Francisco. “His death is a real ‘ 
loss to the investigative communi- 
ty.” 

Mr. Gardner was born in Syra- 
cuse, N.Y. Information on surviv- 
ing family members was not avail- 
able. His body was flown to Syra- 
cuse, and burial services were held .. 
there Tuesday. 

Friends ask that donations be 
made to the Assassination Archiv- 
es and Research Center in Wash-. 

' ington, D.C. 


